THE   LAST   VOLLEY
where this was done, Ney repaired to the Chamber of
Peers, where Carnot was seeking a way for the dictator-
ship party.
According to the note he was reading, Grouchy had
defeated the Prussians and was returning to "Paris with
his victorious army of 60,000. Ney followed with an
instant denial. cThe enemy has triumphed at every
point/ he told the assembly. CI witnessed the disaster,
for I commanded the army under the Emperor/ At most
Grouchy was leading 25,000, and so far from being
destroyed the greater part of the Prussians had not been
in action. All that remained was to bargain -with the
Allies, who in a week would be occupying the capital.
Certain of the peers remonstrated, on the ground that
he would have done better to plan a resistance. 'Well,
gentlemen/ Ney answered, CI spoke only in the interest
of the country. I know quite well that if Louis XVIII
comes back, I shall be shot/
He was, in fact, open to danger from both sides.
According to the Royalists, he had been proved a traitor,
while some of the Bonapartists held him responsible for
their military and political failure. First, he had taken
a chief part in Napoleon's abdication. At Waterloo he
had shown a pitiful lack of judgment, and now, instead
of braving the foreigner, he was ready to give up the
last of their cause without a struggle.
Once again, as at Lons-le-Saulnier, the ordeal of being
exposed to adverse winds, without the hope of trimming
a sail to either, resulted in desperation. He was culprit
or scapegoat, never a plain soldier whose fault had been
to confuse duty with conscience instead of diplomatic
cunning, as the peculiar situation of France demanded.
And on the 26th, driven by impulse, he defended himself
in a letter to the Provisional Government.
CI hope/ he wrote, cthe brave men who _ have survived
this" terrible battle will do me the justice to say that they
saw me on foot, sword in hand, during the whole of the
evening, and that I only quitted the scene of carnage